
PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 2 April 2015: Belgian retail structured product investment grew 15% in H2 2014 
BELSIPA, Belgium’s association of structured products issuers, today published the first of its half-yearly market reports, offering important insight into market trends.  

According to this latest data, investment in structured products by Belgian retail investors grew 15% to almost 38.6 billion Euros in the second half of 2014. The investments covered include structured notes, funds and insurance (‘branch 23/tak 23’) products. Given the market upswing, it is not surprising that many investors chose equity-linked products: the number of such products bought by retail investors doubled in 2014. Most were capital protected.

BELSIPA president Alain Flas said: “Our slogan ‘Setting standards, improving transparency’ is more than mere words. This report reflects the enormous effort by financial institutions involved in BELSIPA and beyond to finally bring clarity to questions[image: image1.png]


 about market size and trends in Belgium’s structured products landscape.”

BELSIPA vice-president Christiaan Sterckx added: “We are glad to see that Belgian investors remain highly interested in equity market development. The figures show that many investors value structured products as a way to diversify their portfolios and appreciate them as a clever alternative to direct investment in shares or bonds.”

BELSIPA, founded in 2013, has Belfius, BNPP-Fortis, ING Belgium, KBC, Société Générale (France) and Commerzbank as Full Members and AG Insurance and Exane (France) as Associated Members. All BELSIPA members with established operations in Belgium contributed to the BELSIPA Market Report. AXA, CRELAN and Deutsche Bank also contributed data. The BELSIPA Market Report thus covers approximately 95% of the Belgian market. It will be published twice a year.

For more detailed information please see the attached report (also published on www.belsipa.be/statistics), or please contact us directly. 
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